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MKMOKULn AN* PETITIONS.

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of New¬
ark. New Jersey, numerously cigned, asking additional
mail facilitiea between New York and California; which
was refeired to the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads.
Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of Easton,

in tha Stale of Pennsylvania, in favor of cheap pontage ;
which waa referred to the Committee on tha Post Office
and Poet Roads.
Mr. C. also presented a petition from citiaena of Pon-

tiaa, Michigan, in favor of the aettlemeni of national
disputes by arbitration; which was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Foreign Relations.
Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citizens of

Binghamtoo and other places in the State of New York,
asking that the postage on all prepaid letters may be re¬
ducedto two cents per half ounce; which was referred
to the Committee on the Poet Office and Poet Roads.
Mr. D. also presented a petition from citizens of Rochee-

ter, in the State of Now York, in favor of cheap postage;
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office
and Poet Roads.
Mr. D. also preeented a memorial of Margaret Hetzel,

widow of A. R. Hstzel, late an assistant quartermaster in
the army, asking to be allowed a commission upon the
disbursements made by her late husband of the appro¬
priation for the removal of the Cherokee Indians; which
waa referred to the Committee on Militnry Affairs.

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition of citizens of
Georgin, asking a reduction of the rates of postage;
which was referred to the Committee on the Poet Office
and Poet Roods.
Mr. COOPER preeented the memorial of Charlee F.

Sibbald, of the city of Philadelphia, in the State of Penn¬
sylvania, asking indemnity for losses sustained in conse¬
quence of the iuegal and forcible entry and detention of
his property by agents acting under the authority of the
United States.
Mr. C. stated that this subject had been before Con¬

gress at various times, and that bills had bsen paased
giving relief to the memorialist; and his object was now
to have a construction given to those lawa which the of¬
ficers of the treasury had found themselves unable to
give. For this reason, ha would move that the paper be
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.Mr. C. also presented ten petitions of citizens of Phila¬
delphia, Pennsylvania, asking that corporeal punish¬
ment may be abolished in the navy of the United Suites;
also, forty-nine petitions from citizens of the same
place, asking that corporeal puaishment may be abolish-
ed in both army and navy; which several petitions were
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.
Mr. C. also presented a memorial from citizens of

Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking the repeal or modi¬
fication of the tariff of 1840; which was referred to the
Committee on Finance.
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens of Sene¬

ca county, New York, in favor of tha reduction of poet-
age; which wea referred to the Committee on the Post
Office and Post Roads.

EXTENSION Or REVENUE LAWS.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a memorial

of Josiah SturciM, an officer in the revenue cutter ser¬
vice, taking that the benefits of the naval pension laws
may be extended to the officers and seamen engaged in
the revenue service; which was referred to the Committee
on Naval Affairs.
Mr. 0. also presented a petition of citizens of Boston.

Massachusetts, in favor of cheap postage, reducing prepaid
letters to the uniform price of two cents per half ounce;
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office
and Post Roads.
Mr. ATCHISON presented additional documents re¬

lating to the claims of J. McCtintock, Harrison Gill, and
Msnmeld Carter, for services rendered at the Great Ne-
inehaw sub-agency for the Sac and Pox Indians; which
were referred to the Committee on Indian Afiairs.
Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens of

Waterbury, Connecticut, asking a reduction of the rates
of postage; which was referred to the Committee on the
Poet Office and Post Roads.
Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition of the late and

preeent registers and receivers o? the land office at Leba¬
non. Alabama, asking to be allowed commission on the
entry of military bounty land warrants; which waa re¬
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands.
Mr. CLARKB presented a petition from citizens of

Providence, Rhode Island, acting a reduction of the rates
of postage; which was referred to the Committee oo the
Post Office "kI Poet Roads.
Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens of Ohio,

asking a redaction ot the rates of postage; which was
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads.
Mr. C. also presented the petition of C. W. Fitch, ask¬

ing indemnity lor French spoliations prior to 1800; which
was referred to the select committee.
Mr. C. also presented the merAorial of George C. John¬

son, a licensed trader with the Indians, asking the payment of a debt due bim by the 8hawnee Indians; which
was referred to the Committee on Indian ASaira.

rasa navigation or the st. Lawrence.
Mr DOUGLAS presented a memorial from citizens

of the United Stales reeiding in the valley of the north¬
western lakes, in favor of a measure to acquire the
ncht to the navigation of the St. Lawrence; which was
referred to the Cwamittee on Comaserce.
Mr. KIN(> presented the memorial of the heirs of Rich¬

ard Barry, ask lag indemnity for French spoliations prior
to 1900: which was referred to the select committee.
Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial, adopted at

a meeting of officers aad soldiers in the late war with
(ireat Britain, held at Richmond, in the State of Ken-
tacky, asking that thoee who served in that war may be
silowed boonty lands; which was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Military Affaire.

rAreas witmdkawn rnoM files.
On motion by'SEWARD,
Ordtrtd, That tbe petition of the heirs ot David Noble,

on the Hies of the Senate, be referred 10 tbe Committee of
Helms.
On motion by Mr. SEWARD,
Ordtrti, That the memorial of Hector 8t. John Beetle?,

on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on
Pensions.
On motion by Mr. SEWARD.
Ordered, That ike petition of Elijah Buokanaa, on the

files M Ui* Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen¬
sions.
On motion by Mr. DOWNS.

That the petition of Caleb Qreene. on the flies
ol the Saoate, be referred 10 the Committee of Claims.
Oa motion by Mr. YULEE,
(hrdrrtd, That the petition of Obed tluseey on the flies of

|**e|asW|JI referred to the Committee on Patents and the

On motion by Mr. YULEE,
fWsrwf, That the petition of William Ma'via, on the flies

ot the Senate, be referred to the Committee on PublicUam
On motion by SEWARD.
ihdertd, That Richard M. Livingston, heir of James

Livingston, have leave to withdraw his petition.
Mr. 8. slated thkt, apon reference to the Alee of

the Senate, he had ascertained that there had been an ad¬
vene report ia the latter ease, aad that the bill was re¬
jected. The object of the Petitioner, however, was to use
the petition and papers before the appropriate department,to obtain compensation under a general law which bad
heen passed, and not for the purpoee of introducing it
here agsuu.

aaroaTs or otmrrm.
Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, to

which was referred the petition of John Mitchell for aa
increase of pension, e«(Knitted a report, which was or¬
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for the farther
relief of John Mitchell; which wee read, and ordered to
a second reeding.Mr. J. also, from tbs same committee, to which wae
referred the petitioa of Elizabeth Jones, sobaited a re¬
port, which wee ordered to be printed, eccompanied by a
t»ll for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and otlser children
(>f any) of John Cant which wae read, aad ordered to a
secoad reading, h pij- P|pr^8)B H
Mr. J also, from tbe same committee, to which waa

referred the petition of Hubert H Booley, submitted a
report, which was ordered to be printed, accompanied byabill for the relief of Hubert H. Booley; which wae read,
.od ordered to a eeeoad reading.
Mr J also, from the eaaM committee, la which waa

referred tbe memorial of Thompson Hutchinson, asking
arrears of pension, submitted a report, which was ordered
I» be priated, acoompaaied by a Mil for the relief of
Thmapson llntehawow; which was read, and oeieNd to
» wcond reeding.Mr. J. also, from tbe seme eonusittee, to which wae

inferred the memorial of Elizabeth Munroe, widow of a
surgeon in the aruiy, Mktng it pcitMon, Mubmittad ft re¬

port, which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by ft
oi!l granting a pension to Elizabeth Munroe; which waa

read, and ordered to . aecond reading.
Mr. HAMLIN, front the Committee on Commerce, to

which waa referred the petition of John A. McGaw, of
New York, aubmitied a report, which waa ordered to be
printed, accompanied by a bill granting relief to John A.
McGaw ; which waa read, aad ordered to a second read¬

er. N0RR18, from the Committee of Claiae, to
which waa referred the papers of Dr B. F. Mullen, sub¬
mitted an adverse report on the same; which was ordered
to be printed.
Mr. N. also, from the same committee, to which was

referred the memorial of John Dawson, lste pension agent
at Illinois, aubmitied ft report, which was ordered to be
printed, asking to be discharged from the further con¬
sideration of the same.
Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign Relations,

to which was referred the petition of Alpheus Alga, Basil
Bumah, Charles Chasta, and others, asking to be placed
on the same footing with the Hu/igai'iaus in the distribu¬
tion of public lands, asked to be diechferged from the fur¬
ther consideration of th« same, and that it be referred to
the Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed to.
Mr. FELCH. from the Committee on Public Lands, to

which was referred the petition of Robert Butler, asking
compensation for his property taken for public use, sub¬
mitted an adverse report on the same, which was ordered
to be printed.

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to which waa
referred the memorial of Orville B. Deeble and George C.
Bates, asking a grant of land and the right of way to aid
in the construction of a canal around the Falb of St
Mary, submitted a report in writing, accompanied by a
bill granting to the State of Michigan the right of way
and a donation of public land for the construction of a
ship canal around the Falls of St. Mary, in said State;
which was read and ordered to a aecond reading.
Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to which was

referred the several memorials of officers and soldiers
of the late war with Great Britain, asking to be allow¬
ed bounty land, asked to be discharged from tbe farther
consideration of the same, and that they be referred to
the Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to.
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Printing, to

which was referred the report of the Secretary of War,
giving the names, salaries, &e., of tbe persons employed
in the several branches of the War Department, reportedin favor of printing the same; which was agreed to.

¦ILLS ON LZAVK.
Mr. RUSK, in pursuance at notice, asked and obtained

leave to introduce a bill for the relief of William L.
Cazeneau, of Texas; which was read a first and aecond
time by its title, and referred to the Committee of Claims.

BESOMrriOHS.
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the following

resolution; which lies over:
Riioivtd, That the Secretary of War be requested to com¬

municate to the Senate copiei of a report or the survey and
sounding! of the harbor of Racine, in the Siata el Wis¬
consin, made by Lieutenant Webster during the past sum¬
mer, with the accompanying map and papers; as also
with any "additional and correct information of tbe com¬
merce of the lakes," that may be in possession of the chief
ol the bureau of topographical engineers.
Mr. D. also submitted the following resolution; which

lies over:
Httolved, That the Secretary af the Treasury be directed

to communicate tu the Senate a statement of the amount
of public uioaev expended for the construction of harbors,
the building of light-houses, or for other purpo*etr within
the present limits of Milwaukie land distriot, designating
each object of expenditure, its locality, purpose, ike.
Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution; which

liee over:
Rttolvtd, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in¬

structed to inquire into the expediency of providing a suit¬
able depot at Key West for supplies and fuel for the use of
the navy.
Mr. Y. also submitted the following resolution; which

lies over:
Rttolrtd, That the Committee on Poblio Lands inquire

into the propriety of providing a compensation to tbe regis¬
ters and receivers in the Newnansville and St Augustine
land districts, for tbeir services under the act to provide for
the armed occupation of Florida.
Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following resolution;

which liss over:
fUtalttd That the Committee on Military Affairs be In¬

structed to inquire into the expediency o( establishing a
national foundry in the Stale of Alabama.
Mr. CORWIN submitted the following raeolution:
Rttoivtd, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in¬

structed to inquire into the justice anJ propriety of provid¬
ing by law for the payment to tbe Winnebago Indians of
the sum of91MU0. with interest from March, 1841, allseed
to have been paid wrongfully to the heirs of James McFar
lane.
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following resolu¬

tion : which liee over:
Rttnltfd, That the Committee on Territories be Instruct¬

ed to inquire into tbe expediency of inakinx an appropria¬
tion lor a geological survey of Oregon Territory!
improvement and draining or the city and vallkt

or MEXICO.
Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following resolution;

which wss considered, and agreed to:
That tbeSecretary of War cause to be laid be¬

fore the Senate the report made to General Peril for F.
Smith, by M. L. Smith, of the topographical engineers,
upon the improvement and draining of the city and valleyofMexico.
A message was received from the House of Represent¬

atives, announcing the concurrence of that body in the
(Senate resolution relative to the election of Chaplains to
Congress, and the election, as Chaplain of tbe said Houss,
of the Rev. R. R. Gurley.

0M>m or BUSINESS.
A private bill on the table came up, upon its third rend-

far. YULEE inquired whether the regular busineee of
tbe morning hour was not the consideration of the reso¬
lutions upon tbe calendar t

Mr. KING suggested that this was only a bill to go to
its third reading, eo ae to eend it to the other House.
Mr. YULEE inquired whether it would not be necee-

sary to postpone the other business, in order to consider
this?
Ths VICE PRESIDENT stated that this bUl was now

regularly before tbe Senate.
Mr. YULEE said that, as the senator from Alabama

(Mr. Kino] had objected to the consideration of rssu-
utioos when offered, tbe only way to reach them wae to
devote the morning hour to them.

Mr. KING replied that the senator from Florida had
misunderstood him. He had objected to the considera¬
tion of tbe resolution of the senator from Florida, and
of other resolutions when offered, because he coneidered
it better to allow them to lie over one day under the rule for
thevurpoee of examination than to pass them without
a knowledge of their character, thus perhaps subjecting
tbe officers and clerks of the depnrtmente to an immense
aod uanecessary labor to get information of little value.
This bill was in its regular order, and he did not under¬
stand the senator from Florida to object to the traneec-
tion of business in the regular order. .EH
Mr. YULEE observed tMt hie objection was simply

that it did not, as be conceived, ooms up in the regular
order, but that tbe regular order would be the considera¬
tion of the resolutions Upon the calendar ¦ 1

The VICE PRESIDENT considered this Mil as the

¦(i|ar order
it. YULEE would submit to the decision of the

Chair.
The VICE PRESIDENT inquired whether the sena¬

tor from Florida dssirsd to make any motion to dispose
of the bill I
Mr. YULEE replied in the negative,as he did not wish

to distarb the regular order.
Mr. PHELPS said that he did not know Vrhnt the pro¬

visions of the bill were, and he would desire that it
should lie upon the fable for the present.The queetion being taken upon the motion, it was

lTDICKINSON called for the orders of Ae day, ob¬
serving that there were several resolutions of inquiry
upon the table which would require no debute.
The question being taken upon the motion, it was

**Tbe VICE PRE8IDENT stated that the unfinished
business, ths consideration of die resolution of¬
fered by the senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] upon
the suspension of diplomatic relations with Austrm, had
the preference under the rule.
Mr. FOOTE staled that the senator from Georgia [Mr.

RaMticu] hsd the floor upon this resolution 1 but, with
the consent of that senator, he wduld, at this moment, of¬
fer an amendment to the resolution of the senMor from
MioWgUiM that the amendment Might be before the
Sen«tn!ifefore the amendment WMWbmitted. however.
Mr, DAVIS, of Maaftefcmetto, addreeeed the Chair,

but give way far the ttbrnunt«» ,

Mr YULEE, who sailed the attention of the Chair to
the thirtieth rale of the Senate, rending ns follows:
..The spooial orders of tbe day shall not be called by the

TS

Chtui b<-lore 1 o'clock, unlen otherwise directed by tit*
Senate "

Mr. Y , after reading the above rule, remarked that he
supposed the purpose of the rule was to enable the
Senate to transact the ordinary morning business of the
Swunt.
Mr. DICKINSON said that it was not bis design to call

for the special order, or for any debatable business, but
for those resolutions which it was supposed would not
call out any debate.
The VICE PRESIDENT explained that the motion

had been put by the Chair to proceed to the orders of the
day, and (hat the Senate had voted accordingly. The sen¬
ator would nerceive, by the fifteenth rule of the Senate,
that the unfinished bueiness.the resolution of the sena
tor from Michigan.came up as one of the orders of the
day, and had the preference. The fifteenth rule was as
follows:
"The uufioUhed busioeis in which the Senate was en¬

gaged at i ho lust preceding adjournment shall have the
preference In tbe special orders of the day."
Mr YULEE said that that might have been the form

in which the President bad put the question; but he did
not so understand the motion of the senator from New
York, the object of the senator from New York being
to reach his own resolution of inquiry.
Mr. DICKINSON than moved that the unfinished busi¬

ness be passed over, and that those resolutions upon the
table be taken up which should not give rise to any de¬
bate.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, wished to inquire

whether it was the decision of tbe Chair that the resolu¬
tion of tbe senator from Michigan would supersede the
census bill, which was made the special order for this
day?
The VICE PRESIDENT stated that that was the de¬

cision of the Chair, under the 15th rule of the Senate.
Mr. DAVIS then expressed his hope that the senator

from Michigan [Mr. Cass] would consent that the census
bill should supersede this resolution, that it might be dis¬
posed of. It nad been tbe understanding of the Senate, as
be thought, that tbe census bill should he taken up and
disposed of to-day, 011 account of the emergency which
existed for its immediate passage. He woulu say that he
was as anxious not to throw obstacles in the way of the
decision of the Senate upon the resolution of the senator
from Michigan as that senator could be. He would ap¬
peal to him to yield the precedence to the census bill.
Mr. CASS suggested that it was the Wish of the sena¬

tor from Georgia, [Mr. Buuuem,] who had tbe floor on
the resolution, to go on with his remarks.
Mr. DAVIS then appealed to the senator from Georgia

to allow this bill to be disposed of.
Mr. BERRIEN (in his seat) remarked that the census

bill could be disposed of after the debate upon the resolu¬
tion ended.
Mr. DAVIS said that he had thought it was the un¬

derstanding of the Senate that the census bill should
come up to-day; he thought such was tbe understandingof the senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foots.]
Mr. FOOTE felt bound to etate the facta in the case.

The honorable senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis]
the other day had yielded the floor to the honorable sena-
tor from Virginia, [Mr. Huntjer,] who was anxious to
go on with his speech, to which the Senate had listened
with so much pleasure. He (Mr. F.) had gone round
upon the democratic side of the chamber, and had talked
with a good many friends, and haa found them
all in favor of the arrangement which had been pro¬
posed. The consequence had been, that the census
bill was postponed, with the understanding that it should
come up to-day. He would, there/ore. appeal to
thoee friends with whom he had conversed, to consent,
if the senator from Massachusetts desired it, that the bill
should be taken up. He trusted that the senator from
Massachusetts would not consider the matter so imme¬
diately preising, however, as to be disposed of this week,
but, at any rate, he should carry out his compact to the
full extent of his promise.
Mr. DAVIS said tbat it was with much regret that he

urged the matter, contrary to the wishes of the senator
from Georgia; hut it seemed to him that the considera¬
tion If the bill had been already postponed beyond what
the public exigencies would permit; he hoped, therefore,
that by general consent tbe census bill would be taken up
and disposed of.

Mr. BERRIEN said this was a mere question of order,
as to the course of the proceedings of the Senate. The un¬
derstanding which might have been had between gentle¬
men of various sides of the chamber could not, he ap¬
prehended, affect that order. The unfinished business
upon which the Senate was last engsged was the busi¬
ness first in order, and that was the resolution introduced
by the senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass J He was per¬
fectly willing to acquiesce in tbe decision of the Senate:
but would submit this as the rule of the Seoate, founded
upon experience.
Mr. KING addressed the Chair, but cave way to.
Mr. DAVIS, of'Massachusetts, who wished the sena-

tor from Georgia to consider that the measure referred to
by him had obtained all the precedence which had been

Iiven it, or which it might have, by virtue of bis (Mr.
I.'s) consent to give way temporarily, when the census
bill was last before the Senate. It really seemed to him
now that be should not be considered as baring lost his
place on the docket, and he thought be could rightfully
claim now to be reinstated, and to have this important
matter disposed of.
Mr. KING thought the Senate would perceive that

they would get along with the busineee of the Senate
much mora rapidly, if they took up but one thing at a
time. VVbea the honorable senator from Massachusetts
gave way, and consented that the Senate should take up
this subject, Mr K. supposed that it was his understand¬
ing that the subject was to be finally disposed of, and not
that they should take it up, and go on discussing it for
one day, and then, laying it aside, take up some other
subject, and return to thissgain at some future day. Mr.
K. bad entered into no such arrangement or compact, and
never would make or agree to such an arrangement as
would now operate to posipons the busineee before the
Senate He considered the understanding was, that the
census bill was to be disposed of as soon as possible; and
he was opposed to taking up that subject now for various
reasons, some of which ne would not take time to as-

"*Tbe VICE PRESIDENT. Does the senator from
Massachusetts make a motion to take up the census
bill?
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. I move.if

it is proper to do so.that all the other orders of the day
be postponed for the present. .

The question being taken upon the motion to pass
over the orders of the day, it was agreed to.

THE SEVENTH CENSUS.
Mr. DAVIS then moved that the Senate proceed to the

consideration of the bill providing for taking the seventh
census of the United StatM; which motion was agreed to.
The Senate accordingly, aa in committee of the whole,

proceeded to the consideration of said bill; which was
read.
Mr. BORLAND. I propose to amend the twentieth

section of this bill by adding al its cloee what I will send
to the Chair.
Mr. DAWSON. I propose to amend the first section

in the tenth line by striking out
The VICE PRESIDENT. The senator from Arkansas

has the floor.
Mr. DAWSON. I think my amendment is in order,

being an amendment to the first section. I suppose
amendments to prior sections take precedence.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the senator from

Arkansas give the precedence to the senator from Geor-
gia f
Mr. BORLAND. If the senator wishes to maks an

amendment.
Mr. DAWSON. I propose an amendment to the first

section of the bill. I move to strike out in the tenth line
the word " annexed," and insert " prepared by the census
board." The Inw under whieh this board acted was

passed the 3d of March, 1949, and said,
"That tbs Secretary ofSrste, the Attorney General, nnd

the Postmaster General, shall constitute a board to be *tyted
the census board ; that It shall be the duty of the said board
to prepare and cause to be printed raeh forms and aobod-
ales as may be asisssary for the foil enumeration of tbs In¬
habitants of the United States 1 and also proper forms and
schedules for collecting, in itatistlcal tables, under proper
beads, such Information as to mines, agriculture, com¬

merce, manufactures,"&c. tee.
I do not think myself, upon an examination of both

tables, that the one annexed to the bill ia as full and com¬

prehensive as the one made out by the censua board,
and I propose to strike out the word ''annexed," and in
aert the plan mad* oat by the census board. I will make
this observation: the amendment I propose does net do
away with the objects sought after by the forms annexed
to this bill, as subscribed by the committee, but is intend¬
ed to increase the number of heada, ia order to make the
statistics which are to be obtained more full and com-

prehenaive. _

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Praaident. I was
engaged in preparing an amendment when the reading of
the bill took place, and I intended to have said a word
or two to explain to the Seaate the doings of the com¬
mittee. Thie subject, you, sir, and all tha^enate are

aware, ia very complicated. It is true that Congress so

for acted in this matter as to peee a law at tha last ses¬
sion giving direction* to the board to prepare blanks for
the taking of the ceneua. That board made a very bnef
report to toe Senate, accompanied with no blanks. That
report in upon your files, and has been submitted to this
committee, and the committee have taken it up, and
have carried the busineos forward with the aid o? such
information as has been collected during the vacation
between the laat session of Congress and the present,
and have, after a very laborious effort, framed a set of
tables, numbered from one to six, inclusive, which are
annexed to the present bill, and have been printed, and
been before the Senate for some days. This has not
been done without a great deal ol labor.without a

great deal of consideration of the subject. The com¬
mittee have endeavored to comply as far as they
could with what they considered the spirit of the
law jiaseed at the last session, and to make pro¬
visions in conformity with what they deemed to be the
will and wishes of Congress. Their doings now are
under consideration, and the senator from Georgia [Mr.
Dawsom] proposes to strike them out entirely, and to in¬
sert the tables which have been prepared, as 1 understand
it, by thf board appointed to make tables upon this sub¬
ject. Now, sir, 1 would be glad to ask my friend from
Georgia in what these tables differ from the tables which
aire prepared by the census committee I If he has official
tables that are prepared by that board, I beg leave to ask
him.and I do it with all respect and deference.where
he obtained those papers f
Mr. DAWSON. 1 obtained them from the secretary

of the board of the Senate.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will you be good

enough to Jay them before us/
Mr. DAWSON. They are the same essentially as

yours, only that they go somewhat further.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I muat say it, when

truth demands it, that no tables were laid before this
committee from the census board whatever. There were
tables laid upon our table, which the secretary of that
board represented as coming front the census board; but I
take it they are not the tables laid before the honorable
senator from Georgia.
Mr. DAWSON. They are very similar.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. They are quite a dif¬

ferent set We took these tables, which the census
board disclaimed, and which they did not consider as
their tables, but which the secretary says were framed
from information obtained by them, and framed and con¬
ducted by them. The board disclaims thia fact, and
therefore there were no tables before this committee
claimed to be furnished by the board at all. Under these
circnmstances, the committee proceeded to discharge the
doty imposed npon them by the Senate, and, in order to
discharge it in all good fiuth, they took svch material as

they had, and out of that material, and according to their
judgment, they framed tables.the same that are now in
print and before the Senate. Well, sir, I never heard of
any official papers till after the report of the commit¬
tee was made, and after the bill was printed, and after
the tables were printed. After that, I did hear. I was
informed, from sources in which I placed reliance, that a
set of tablee were prepared by the board; and while I say
this, I do not mean or wish to undervalue the services of
the board or of the secretary. I am stating the facts as

they existed. Now, sir, I have compared these two ta¬
bles with some care.the official tables, and the ta¬
bles adopted by the census committee. I say to the
senator from Georgia, [Mr. Dawsom.I and I say to the
Senate, and I think the committee will bear me out in it,
that there is no very essential variation between the tables.
In some things there is a different order.different arrange¬
ments : some things are provided for in the tables of the
board, not of very great consideration, which an per¬haps not provided for in these tables. But I belie ve
that every thing that is considered eeeential is contained
in these tables.contaiued, sir, by an arrangement, in my
judgment, altogether superior to that proposed to be
adopted. It is a great deal of work to condense these
tables, and bring them into shape.such shape that the
informatipn sought for shall be obtained, and in a properand correct form. The committee have labored upon
these papers.have arranged and re arranged them, till
they believe that they are as well adapted to obtain the
information sought for as any that can be framed. Now,
sir, this motion is certainly unexpected, and unlooked for
by the committee; and as it demanded this information,
I make it, and leave the Senate to judge between the
two sets of tables, if they think it worth while to go into
the consideration.

I believe, so far as regards the tables relating to the popu¬lation, there is no essential difference.that is, the white
population of the couatry. So far as regards the table re¬
lating to the slave population, there is no difference of any
consequence.
So lar as regards the table of manufactures and opera¬

tions of industry, there ia no essential difference So far
as regards the agricultural table, there is a slight differ¬
ence We found it necessary to an economical arrange¬
ment that alt these papers should be printed upon paper
of a definite size. Nearly the whole and only substan¬
tial change made, after all, is, that in certain produc¬
tions, the value is taken only, instead of the whole
amount. That is all.

Well, Mr. President, when von come to look through
this and other labor*; devolved upon persons sent
out to take the census, you will perceive that it is indis¬
pensable to keep an eye upon this matter. It accumu¬
lates to rach an extent that it defeats the very object in
view. You must not make it too burdensome to persons
engaged in this basiaees. The sommittee, in proposing
these tables, have constantly had reference to that, that
the duty of the persons taking the enumeration and the
statistics might m plain and easy, and the (acts set down
in a certain form, that there might be no mistake. It has
not been done without labor and consideration. The
committee bare bestowed upon it their best efforts. They
all worked upon it without exception, and laboriously
They are nil satisfied with that set of tables, and see no
good reasons, after a report has been made, why a set of
tables, that they have never seen, should now come in
and supplant tables they hare made out with so much
care.more especially when their tables are superior to
thoee that are offered in their stead.

Mr. DAWSON. There is but very little difference be¬
tween the two tables presented.those of the committee,
and those of the board. Mow, I would state a fact to
the Senate.which I presume is known to the chairman
of the committee.that the board, constituted by a law of
the last session of Conines, bare discharged the duties
imposed upon them, ana have already entered into a con¬
tract, and expended nine oat of the ten thousand dollars,
to purchase and prepare the papers, and hare ererything
ready to go immediately to work in taking the census.
I understand that paper has been purchased in Philadel¬
phia, and was to hare arrired here to-day, according to
the plan of that board. The mere change of a head in
the form and manner of taking the census puts aside
the necessity of getting that paper, and renders it impos-
sible to uee it.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the honorable

senator allow me to aek whether there has been any
printing done upon this paper!Mr. DAWSON. 1 understand so.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Hare the tables been

stereotyped I
Mr. DAWSON. They are now stereotyped, as 1 un¬

derstand.
Mr. DAVI8, of Massachusetts. They are not, sir.
Mr. DAWSON. 1 understood that such was the fact.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It is a mietake, sir.
Mr. DAWSON. Well, the money ban been expended

to prepare these tables, to purchase the paper, and that

P>er was to arrive here to day, an I understand it. If it
not so, ths better plan would be to poetpone the fur¬

ther consideration of the subject for a day or two, in or¬
der that we may be better informed. The President, in
hie meesage, communicated to the Senate that the census
board haa (fcrformed their duty, and directed that the ne¬
cessary tables be prepared to send out to rarious parts of
the Union. I propose that the Senate postpone the fur¬
ther consideration of this subject, in order that we may
get more information. I hare derired my authority in
relation to what 1 bare stated from a source that I con
sider worthy of consideration. Bat I may be mistaksn;
and if 1 am, I should be corrected.
Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, under thene conflict¬

ing opinions and statements, 1 think that we should passthis subject by for the pieeentt and as the floor, upon the
unfinished business to-day, was appropriated to my friend
from Georgia, I think that he ought, in courtesy, to hare
the opportunity to express his views. I more that ib»
bill be laid upon the table for the preeent.Mr. M. subsequently withdrew the notion at the re¬
quest of

Mr. SHIELDS, who said: I wish to say one thing con¬
sistent with ths truth of ths statement made by the eheir-
man of the committee on the ceneus, of which I bars the
honor to he a member. Ii the board of census hare ex¬

pended the amount of money which the senator from
Georgia says they hare, there hss been what I think is
rsfy censurable expensei for there hue been na exhibition
to ns of any labor cm their part to jastify the expenditure
of such an amount, or of any amount of money. So far
as 1 go, I concur fully with tne chairman of thie commit¬
tee.
My health will not permit me to make many obesr-

various. I will only say. with respect to the chairman of
the committee, that he labored day and night m obtaininginformation on the subject of the census; he devoted
himself to the work in each a way as to eutitle him
to the retpect of the Senate, and the residue of the
committee.not to obtain information furnished by the
census board, authorized by the law of the last session ol
Congress; for if there was any such information, I watt
wholly ignorant of it They must have kept it to
themselves, unless they ,have furnished the gentle¬
man from Georgia with it. Sir, in the business ol
procuring information, the chairman of that commit¬
tee, and every member of that committee.they were
from the North, from the South, from the East, from
the West.from slave States and from free States.
every member of that committee, 1 repeat,, labored day
and night to proeure information, which they did not
possess, from other geutleiuen acquainted witb this sub¬
ject, and they have managed to get up something like the
table* that are now before you. All I can say is this t
that if the board of census have expended nine thousand
dollars in preparing tables and purchasing paper, that fact
should have been detailed to us while wc were acting in
this body, and not to the gentleman from Georgia, to
come in at this stage and uiBfeat the labors of the com¬
mittee. True, there were some tables furnished to us,
bat no member thought them sufficient to present to the
8enate.

I merely rose to bear testimony to the statement of the
chairmaa of the committee, who is entitled to credit for
the labor he has bestowed upon this subject.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If the Senate will bear
with me, I will say a few words. I am not able to state
positively, but I take it for granted, that some paper has
been purchased; but let me say that the Senate must not
misapprehend (he state of facts in' regard to that matter
My worthy friend says that there will be a sacrifice of
eight or nine thousand dollars, whether that amount of
paper is purchased or not. Rut let me say to you, sir,
and in the hearing of those who made that statement to
the honorable senator from Georgia, that these tables have
been prepared with a studious reference to the size of
paper, with a view to have the tables printed upon.paper
precisely of the size which is said to be purchased, tf I
understand this subject, there is no pecuniary loss. I
know my friend thinks and believes so; but he is mis¬
taken. There is no difference in point of pecuniary mat¬
ters, whether the tables prepared by the board or those
prepared by the committee be adopted; none at all. The
paper is fitted for either.
Mr. HUNTER- Was there any authority for the cen¬

sus board to have this done ?
Mr. DAWSON. I will read the law, if the senator

from Massachusetts will permit me:
"The Secretary of State, Attorney General, and Post¬

master General, shall constitute a board, to be styled the
oensui board ; tliat it shall be the duty of the said board to
prepare and cause to be printed such forms and schedules
as may be necessary for the full enumeration of the inhabit¬
ants of the United States ; and also proper lorms and sched¬
ules for collecting, in statistical tables, under proper heads,
such information as to mines, agriculture, commerce,
manufactures, education, and other topics, as will exhibit a
full view of the pursuits, industry, education, and resources
oi the country.it being provided that the number of said
inquiries, exclusive of the enumeration, shall not exceed
one hundred, and that the expenses incurred in preparing
and printing said lorms and schedules shall not exceed ten
thousand dollars."
Now the plan, as I understand it, and paper and

printing, all have been arranged, and if it be so, we ought
to know it ; and if it be not so, it will be but reasonable
to have this measure acted upon immediately.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, youwill get no information on this subject at all. When we

came here, we were informed from sources that we placed
confidence in, that no printing was done.none what¬
ever. Now, sir, to this day, I think that there has been
no printing done at all, except some forms, perhaps, such
as those that lie up9n the table yonder, before the senator
from Georgia, and in the bill.something like that, only
printed upon a larger sheet. Well, sir.I think (here is no
good, substantial reason why this should be postponed,
because it would bring no new light upon the subject, nor
is there any good reason why the tables of the commit¬
tee should be supplanted by the tables of the board.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I take leave to make a state¬

ment to the Senate .in regard to this matter. When the
census committee met, certain tables were presented to
their consideration; and the committee took them up and
proceeded, item by item, to consider the matter contain¬
ed in these tables. Various amendments were made by
the committee to these tables, and the gentleman in at¬
tendance, who it was understood officiated in behalf of
the census board, expressed himself pleased and satisfied
with some of the amendments made by the committee,
and proposed to obtain tbeai as soon as practicable, for
the purpose of having them printed with the tables that
might be hereafter made out. My understanding was, at
the time, sir, and daring the consideration of the subject,
that none of the tables bad been stereotyped and printedin foil for the purpose of distribution among the assist¬
ant marshals. If that had been the fact, it seems to me
that it must have been communicated to the committee.
Prom what took place in the committee, or between the
committee and the gentleman who attended in behalf
of the census board, I did not understand that the tables
which had beea furnished as by Mr. Kennedy.for I
suppose there is no harm in naming the gentleman.bad
met the sanction of the census board. After all the ta¬
bles had been prepared and adopted, the chairman waited
upon me, a day or two since, and presented this paper as
the officiid act of ths census board, with the names of the
gentlemen composing the census board attached: and
this is ths first paper that I have ever seen, certified to
have been the official act on thepart of the census board
in reference to this subject. This was shown to me
yesterday, or day before, by the chairman of the commit¬
tee.

_
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachuaetts. And delivered to me

eince oar detail* and tables have been printed.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman eaye it was giv¬

en to him eince the committee's table* were primed.
Now, air, I have no eort of feeling about this matter. I
only want the Senate to take that eet of tables which
will answer the purpose of the country best, and 1 am
entirely willing to have either taken. But the honorable
senator from (*eorgia is entirely mistaken if he supposes,
as 1 think he does, tbat those certified by the centum board
are more exteneive in their operations than thoee framed
by the comiaittM. I believe tbat they are lese so. i
think it will be found upon examining our tablee that
milk, butter, cbeeee, fatted cattle, ana all that, are em¬
braced.
Mr. DAWSON. The aggregate quantity eold, but not

tb. number rtiicd.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. That matter was duly consider¬

ed ; and I will stale now to the Senate that our tables
proposed to obtain the amount of all articles mentioned
that have been sold,omitting those consumed m the fami¬
lies. The committee thought that it waa almost impossi¬
ble to obtain the quantity of milk, butter, garden vegeta¬
ble*, and things ot that sort, used in families. 1 will n«y,
for one, tbat it will be utterly impoeeible for me to suyhaw much I have used ia my family from any account
kept, or any estimate from day to day, or week to week.
All that i can sar is, tbat we have bad milk and but¬
ter enough, and nave, perhaps, consumed eo much. Tbat
is all that I could say.
Our tablee provide, therefore, for all those articles we

bave elated that were eold, and from which the families
have derived a revenue; and the committee euppoeed
that, after they had obtained the information as regards
the amount sold, and all the profits made by the sele, it
would be a very easy matter to consider bow much the
families having theee establishment* would probably con¬
sume, and that you would thereby save the assistant
marshals a great deal of labor. Now, sir, just ask your
self, and let the senators aak themselves, how long they
suppose it would take the aaaistant marshal in eaeh fam¬
ily in making inqulriea as to the quantity of milk, butter,
cherries, apples, pears, and things of that sort, consumed
by the various members. The committee looked at all
these things; and tbey thought that, considering the time
that would be consumed on the part of the marshals to
get that information, that time would be greatly dis¬
proportionate to the value of the information obtained;
and therefore wo limited the amount of information to
tbe articles tbat the families might sell, and the profit they,
might make, having everybody to estimate for themselves
what would probably enter into family consumption.
But if this thing is to be prolonged, I suppose the proper

way would be to take up the tables furnished by the
eensus board, and thoee by the committee, and read them
item by item, so that a proper comparison might be made.
Now, I venture to say, that if you will take up and make
that comparison, you will find that the tables of the com¬
mittee embrace every essential matter reported by the
census board, with some additions, among which ia this
onet The committee have reported a column in their
tablee for the number of rooms in dwelling-hooaet. The
census board have no such column; they have merely
reported tbe mmber of dwelling-houee* The object of
the committee wss to obtain the Information as to how
the families were lodged anA provided. Tbey thought
that by inaerting tbe number of rooms in dwelling-houses,
the amount of population would show thi» number of
persona to be accommodated, and you might form a very
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correct estimate a* to how tbe people are accommodated.
Our tables, llieretore.it seems lo me, sir, enlarge arid

obtain fuller information in reference lo the condition of
tbe families of tbe couutry. greatly beyond tbat furnished
by those of tbe census board. I will not «o into all theae
things, uuless it becomes necessary by tbe course of tbe
argument 1 uuderatand that it is designed to submit a
motion to postpone the consideration ot the matter until
some other day. Let that motion be disposed of. I am
inclined to vote against it, believing that it is important
'hat we should get ibis business under way. I think we
should adopt some tables, and have the documents
printed at once, so tbat we may be taking measures todis-
tribute them throughout the country. I think, therefore,
though 1 have the greatest desire to hear the senator
from Georgia. [Mr. Bcaancti,] that the publie interest
would be promoted by disposing of thia matter to-day.
Mr. BbKlUKN. Mr. President, I hope thai the de¬

cision by the Senate upon the taking up of iheMafllatiou
now upon tbe table, will not at all depend upon aBy con¬
sideration which in personal to myself. I rise, air, for
the purpose of saying, that, lookiug to the suggestions
made by my colleague, the question does not appear to
me lo be upon the comparative merits of the tables pre¬
pared by the census board and by the committee. But
the real question for the consideration of the Senate is,
whether a subsisting law of the United States shall be ex¬
ecuted.shall be carried into effect ? or wLetber we will
substitute, for the results which have been created, under
the provisions of that law, a report of a committee,
which, with great respect for the opinions of tbe mem¬
bers, seems to me not to have been contemplated when
that committee wan elected.

If I understand this matter, sir, at the last session of
Congress, we passed a law by which we constituted a

census board; and that census board was required to per¬
form certain duties. We have had the message of the
President of the United Slates, informing us that these
duties had been performed by that board, and recommend¬
ing Congress to pass a law which shall carry into effect
the measures contemplated by the act of tbe last aessioo.
Now, sir, 1 inquired at the Secretary's table for the pur¬
pose of learning what was the specific authority for the
duty for which this select committee wad raised. I un¬
derstand that it was for the purpose of the reference to
them of that poriiou of ihe President's message which
relates to this subject.
Now, sir, if the Seuate will indulge me for a moment,

to refer to the existing laws, and the source of authority
under which this committee have acted, I apprehend that
they will see, as 1 stated at the outset, that this is mot a

question of the comparative merits of tbe tables prepared
respectively by the census board and by the committee.
The act requires.
" That tbe Secretary of 8tal<?, Ibe Attorney General, and

the Postmaster General, shall constitue a board to be styled
the census board ; that it shall be tbe duty of tbe said board
to prepare and cause to be printed such lorins and sched¬
ules as may be necessary for tbe full enumerator! of tbe
inhabitant* of the United States; and also proper forma
and Schedules for collecting, in statistical tables, under
proper heads, such information as lo mines, agriculture,
commerce, manufactures, education, and other topics, as

will exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, education,
and resources of the country ; it being provided that the
number ol said inquiries, exclusive of the enumeration,
shall not exceed oiic hundred ; and tbat the expenses incur¬
red iu preparing and printing said lorins and schedules shall
not exceed ton thousand dollars."
Now, sir, adverting to tbat law, the President of the

United States, in bis annual message, says:
"By the act ot 3d March, 1849, a board was constituted to

muke arrangements lor uUuig the seventh census, com¬
posed r>f tbe Secretary of Shite, the Attorney Gjneral, and
the Postmaater General; and It was made the duty of this
hoard 'to prepare and causo to lie printed such forms and
schedules as might bo nece«sary for thi full enumeration of
the inhabitants of ibe United States ; and also proper forms
and schedules for collecting, in statistical tablet, under
proper beads, such information as to mines, agriculture,
commerce, manufactures, education, and other topios, as
would exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, educa¬
tion, and resources of tbe couutry.' Tbe duties enjoined
upon the census board thus established having been per¬
formed, it now rests with Conercss to enact a law for carry¬
ing into effect the provision of tbe constitution which re¬
quires an actual enumeration of the people of the United
States within the ensuing year."
The Senate, then, is aware that there is a subsisting

law which requires this duty of preparing tables, to be
prepared, not by its committee, but by a board created
under that law. The Senate is now aware, from the an¬
nual message of the President of the United States, that
that duty has been performed by the board, so actiiy Un'
der the existing law, and that the whole duty which has
been confided to the Senate's committee has been simply
to consider tbat portion of the President's message whicn
relates to tbat subject.
Now, sir, what would seem to hare been the doty of a

.elect committee, raised under the provisions of such a
taw, and with reference to such a communication from
the President of the United State*? Was it to ait down
and prepare tables for taking the census under the pro¬
visions of the constitution ? No, air; the committee wen
informed that that had been already done under the pro¬
visions of the present law; and it seems to me, with
great respect to that committee, that what remained for
them to do was to preiwre a bill which should carry out
the provisions of the constitution, having reference to
what had already been done under authority of law.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am somewhat surprised, air,

at the argument which we have just heard. I under¬
stood that this law was passed during the last ses¬
sion ; that it was designed that a census board
should procure preparatory information; and tbat they
should like wine prepare such blanks aad men
forms as they might submit for the consideration of the
present Congress to act upon. Now, sir, am I altogether
deceived and mistaken in that f I am, sir, if the argu¬
ment of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BcaaixaJ be
correct. What is that argument, sir} That this census
board shall prepare what forms they please, and that
without looking at those forma.without considering
those forms.without knowing what that board has re¬
quired.without ascertaining what that board designs to
investigate.we, sir, shall have nothing to do but to ap¬
propriate money to carry into execution a scheme that we
know nothing about. Sir, it seems to me that that is the
drift of the argument which we have just heard. I feel,
sir, tbat if that is the extent of the obligation, imposed
upon us by Ibis law of the last session, I did not uodar-
stand it at the time. I hail no idea, by that law, of pledg¬
ing myself to the execution of a system formed by the
census board, of which I knew nothing; that we, sir,
were to give them a carle blanch* to provide just what
system tney pleased, and that we were to take it uponfaith, without looking at it. I never dreamed of each a
thing as that, sir.
Then, if we are to inspect what they have done, and

make an act of Congress to provide for it, then, sir, it is
a subject of amendment which Congress may think prop¬
er to make. Now, sir, I deem that you ought not ligntly,
if they have incurred* any expense, to reject a plan, un¬
less there is some good reason for it. 1 think you onght,
in courtesy to them, and in pursuance of honesty to the
country, to accept a scheme they have prepared, and to
adopt it, unless there is some important exception to it;
and tbat you ought to appropriate money and time toper-
fsct that scheme of theirs and to carry it out. Bat I
utterly protest, sir, against the opinion which has been
expressed here, tbat because we passed this law institu¬
ting this census board, we are bound, without further
examination, to take whatever they do and execute that.
This Congress have a right, sir, in executing the law of
the last session, to supervise what the census board have
done, and if they find anything in that supervision which
needs alteration, then, sir, it is their bounden duty to do it
Suppose that the census board had extended their inqui¬

ries into five hundred little frivolous matters which Con¬
gress might think would not be of any service to obtain as
statietics, through the sssistance of the deputy marshals :

are we bound, sir, to carry the inquiries of oar deputies
to the full extent our census board may direct I Or
suppose, on the other hand, instead of being too multitu¬
dinous, they had not extended it far enough: are we to
.top short of obtaining the information we want, merely
because the census board, acting under that law, in the
formation of its tables, have not gone far enough I Cer-k
tainly not, sir. We nave a rignt to correct either ex¬
treme; and all I contend for is, that in the tables which
the committee have formed, we have corrected those ex¬

tremes, or, if there be no extremes, that we have acted a*
we had a right to do, and have foimed tables which will
present themselves favorably to the present Congress in

comparison with any others. , ,

There is nothing in the law of the Isst session of Gon-
greee binding the present Congress, as I apprehend the
senator from Georgia would intimate by the tenor of the
remarks which he has made.

...

Mr BFRRfKN. Mr. President, the assertions of the
senator from Kentucky, [Mr. UNpeaweoD,] in relation to
the remark upon this subject which I made to the Senate
just now, require thsf I should say tbat I maintained the
doctrine tbat, forasmuch as the' power to prepare thase
tables was, by an existing law, conferred upon a board
designated in that law, it was not within the province of
s committee of this body, reined without any snch instruc¬
tions npon that subject, and with instructions which infer¬
red the direct reverse.it was not in thepower of that com¬
mittee to disregard the provisions of an existing law.


